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GUEST SPEAKER:

Gill Bergen
“Connetquot State Park”

Early Sunday morning breakfast, June 27,  at Austin Hawes
Campground, Farmington River, CT. See Lee’s article on Page 3.
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SPORT SHOP, L.L.C.
LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY

845-439-4476

As we go into the dog
days of summer, the fishing is
changing. All those warm water
species are looking more and
more attractive. Always re-
member, that along with the
hotter weather, there is also
more stress on the fish, so
keep it short and sweet. Don’t
play the fish till they can’t be
revived. There’s a great article
on catch and release by Lee
Weil on the web site for those
of you new to the sport.

We had a great meeting
in July with Captain John Mc-
Murray and all those hot spots
around Jamaica Bay. It’s differ-
ent fishing with a 747 going
over your head, a bit louder
than a blue heron. Along with a
great slide show and some in-
sight to the Jamaica Bay area,
we raffled off a trip with Cap-

tain McMurray. Our big winner
was Bernie Klepper and I’m
sure Bernie’s been getting calls
from all of his “best buddies” to
help him fill that extra spot in
the boat.

Coming up for our Au-
gust meeting, Mr. Gil Bergen,
manager of one of the truly
magical places in New York
State, will bring us up to date
on Connetquot State Park. I
know I feel very special every
time I pass through the gates
and can really appreciate the
work that goes into managing
a facility like that.

There’s another retreat
for Casting for Recovery
coming up in September and

“river helpers” are always
needed. See Lee Weil for fur-
ther information on helping
out.

We have a few more
trips lined up for the year,
Mike Lackey and Peter
Yuskovich have a great trip
planned for the Beaverkill in
September. Don’t wait for the
last minute and get closed out.
A lot of these trips are very
popular and can only accom-
modate a set amount of partici-
pants.

It’s not too early to start
thinking about next year’s
trips; the January meeting is
when the trip planning hap-
pens. As they say…the more
the merrier.

See you on the river,
Mike
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For Your Nymphormation
by Lee Weil

The Long Island Flyrodders Annual trek to the
Farmington River in Connecticut took place on June
25th.    We rolled into Austin Hawes Campground and
pitched the tents just before the first drops of rain be-
gan to fall.  Dinner on Friday night consisted of mari-
nated chicken breasts and spanish rice, served after a
slight delay due the late arrival of the pots, plates and
charcoal (resulting from weather related traffic prob-
lems.) We managed to keep the members from rioting
until Frank Chin and Anthony Agnese got the cook-
ing done, and somehow fed everyone under 2
canopies in the pouring rain.  After dinner the fishing
reports given were promising, with several members
having taken fish in the afternoon. The river was in
good shape and hatches of Caddis and Sulfurs had
come off as expected.

On Saturday we awoke to a steady rain and
served mess once again under the tarps, toasting
bagels on the grill. By the time we got the breakfast
gear cleaned up and put away it was 10:30 and the
skies were already beginning to clear. That afternoon
some of the sharpies came back to report some very
big fish landed, and some broken off.  Peter Van-
Buskirk did especially well with Prince nymphs and
Gil Padovani also did some damage with a Tom Baltz
parachute pattern.  Andrew Watkins went touring
and found fish at Greenwoods.  Tony Agnese and
son Anthony (our fire chief) fished up by the ball
field and took fish on wooly buggers.  The sun began
to shine and things were definitely looking up.

Saturday night’s dinner went off on time and
the hungry angler’s had plenty of London Broil and
corn on the cob.  Mike Gelber’s propane monster had
the water up and boiling in no time and we were all
back on the river well before sunset. Jeff, Andrew,
Jessie and I opted to drive to Greenwoods where I was
blessed with a nice 13” rainbow on a Sulfur parachute.

The stars were out for the traditional campfire and we
enjoyed the fair weather, with Jeff Farrell and
Danny Van Buskirk designated as the two final
“survivors”.
      Sunday morning promised to be a beautiful
day, and later in the afternoon we headed to the
Beaver Pool on a tip from Joe Otterstedt, who had
fished previously.  As the fish began to pop on Sulfurs
we all said “Thanks, Joe!” After a close call with a
huge beaver who swam over my tippet I landed a very
good brown; an honest 16”.  The water temp was 48
degrees and the pool waist deep, so when we got back
to camp the cookfire was most welcome.

Later that night Linda Macy defended her title
as record holder for bats on 7X tippet by landing her
second consecutive bat in as many years. This one was
taken on a White Wulff, #12. She’s gonna be hard to
catch if she keeps up at this rate.

Joe Otterstedt provided on-stream fly deliver-
ies and netted several good fish for those of us who
don’t carry nets(but will do so in the future). Dominos
Pizza ain’t got nothing on Joe!  He is now bestowed
with the title of “Net Man”, and receives all the hon-
ors that go along with it. I owe him for saving me two
big rainbows – also taken on a White Wulff. He even
had time between netting fish for others to land a
chunky football brown for himself.

I’d like to say thanks to all the great guys who
helped make this trip a success; our President Mike
Gelber for schlepping my cooking gear in his truck
and lending us his mega-stove, Frank Chin for jug-
gling 12 London Broils on one grill, Joe Otterstedt
“Net Man” for making ice and milk runs, Anthony
Agnese for tending the fires, and most of all my hus-
band Jeff Farrell for convincing me that
it could be done -                                            

(for the third time)!

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS                                                :

Connetquot sign up and reservations for the August 16 Fishing Trip will be
taken by Wolfgang Porté. Phone reservations will be taken at 516-741-2342.

PLEASE - No calls after 9 pm or on Sunday. Cancellation deadline will be
Saturday, August 14, 7:00 pm as usual.  Details on Page 7.
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LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES
1. PRINTS ONLY 4” x 6” (color or black & white); subject fly fishing

2. Put your name and phone number on back of the photo in small letters

3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR, e.g., Flyrodder and lifr.org

4. There will be play-off contests at each Club meeting June through October

5. Three winners will be picked by members present at each of those meetings

6. All winning photos will be entered in the Dinner Dance GRAND CONTEST

7. Members present at the Dinner Dance will select the three Grand Prize winners

8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair will be final

9. All photos are to be handed or mailed to:
LIFR Photo Contest
% Bob Skoy, Chair

328 Bedell St
Freeport NY 11520-5132

516 379-7600
    flyline@hotmail.com

To sum it up in one sentence, "It was a great
success." We had a party of eight members and their
guests. No one had any trouble finding the place, ex-
cept me. I was busy swapping fish tales with my part-
ner, Bill Farrington, and I missed an exit. It cost us
about twenty minutes extra but we still arrived at El-
dred in good time. The rest of our party showed up
and we had lunch.

After lunch a group of us shot a couple of
rounds of Sporting Clays. It was a lot of fun. After
looking at our scores, I suggested that we better stick
to fly fishing. We had a couple of hours left, so we did
some fly fishing in the Catch and Release pond.

Prior to dinner some of us had a cocktail or
two at their well-stocked bar. The dinner menu made
it hard to select from the many entrees they had. I
never knew you could cook trout in so many different
ways. Since I had some trout in my freezer at home, I
opted to have the duck 1'orange, (my computer said I
spelled it wrong, but that's about as close as I can get.)

After dinner they had some entertainment. It

was a one-man band and comedian all wrapped up in
one. We had nice music and some good jokes. He
ended the night with a score of patriotic songs, which
we all enjoyed.

Next morning, "bright" and early, we all set
out to catch fish. Lee, Jeff and their guest, Andrew,
went out on a bass boat. They caught a total of 63 fish.
They had bass, pickerel, perch, crappie and some hu-
mongous blue gills - all of which were released. John
Masie and his guest, Matt, caught their share of fish,
including a three-pound Smallmouth Bass and a two-
pound Smallmouth. Bill Farrington, Jesse Lilly, a
guest, and I went to the Catch and Keep pond. We
caught some nice trout. I was real lucky. I caught a
two-and-a-half pound Golden Rainbow trout. I caught
the fish on my interpretation of Joe's Hopper.

If you want to see some of the fish we caught,
look us up on the website. As pictures become avail-
able they will appear on the website.

PS: We are looking forward to planning an-
other trip next year.

Eldred Fishing Trip Report
by Joe Caroleo

and Bill Farrington



My friend Debbie possesses an inordinate
amount of nervous energy, so much in fact that we
have christened her the “Taz Brat” after the Tazma-
nian Devil cartoon character.  Thus, on
her first trip fly fishing with us we ex-
pected a challenge and were not disap-
pointed.

Her initiation took place at Con-
netquot, a perfect river to begin on and
where so many of us hooked our first trout. She was
armed with my faithful old Cortland, my old patched-
up L.L. Bean waders and the joyful enthusiasm of a
Labrador puppy.

Our initial endeavors with streamers produced
hits but no hookups. I switched her over to a nymph
and applied a small ball of pink strike indicator putty.
She found this substance most amusing, referring to it
as “bubblegum” and following it’s progress in the cur-
rent with rapt attention.

I came upon a revelation about fly fishing in-
structors that day.  I now believe there is a universal
vocalism that all guides, no matter what their mother
tongue may be, use to express their immediate desire
for their pupil to set a hook. The best way to describe
it is a frantic expulsion of a two syllable phrase; some-
thing like “Dah! Aargh!” I observed this phenomenon
shortly after I decided to take a break. I had been
“Dah-arghing” for over two hours with no success.
Debbie would note the disappearance of her bub-
blegum but couldn’t seem to set the hook. Mary, an-
other fly fishing convert and angling companion,
came by to see how we were doing and I suggested
she play guide for a while. I sat on the bank to watch
and lo and behold! When Debbie missed the next
take, I heard Mary emit a “dah-argh!” much like my
own. I was so entertained by this that I stayed to see if
it would be repeated, and indeed it was, until Mary
conceded defeat and I was tagged back into the ring.

At this point, I decided to change the game
plan and tied on a huge Light Cahill with the theory
that it would be visible enough for both Debbie and
the fish to track. Unfortunately, by now Debbie had a
very itchy trigger finger and each time a fish would
poke it’s nose up to take, she would pluck the fly
away, often right out of it’s expectant jaws.  I tried to
impress the idea upon her that it is necessary to leave
the fly on the water in order to catch fish, but her ea-

ORVIS®

A  S p o r t i n g  Tr a d i t i o n
Since 1856

Complete Fly-Fishing &
Wingshooting Outfitters

Classic Country Fashions
for Men & Women

Rugged Outdoor Wear

Distinctive Gifts for the
Country Home

 Call for information on our schools and free seminars

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548 • (516) 484-1860
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5

gerness would not allow her to keep it there for more
than 3 or 4 seconds.

Finally, I managed to distract her long enough
to allow a trout to grab the elusive
Cahill. When the fly disappeared in a
swirl, I joyously exclaimed, “FISH ON!”
and Mary followed up with a comment
of, “Thank God!”  The fish made a cou-
ple of complimentary runs, bent the rod

impressively and then came politely to the net.  It was
a beautiful rainbow of 14” and it inspired a huge
round of applause. Debbie beamed proudly as she held
it up for photos.  She’d finally broken the ice with
only 15 minutes left till the final bell.

First fish victories are always remembered by
the angler and not so often by the guide, however,
there are some that stand out so vividly that we can
conjure up their image at will. I believe I’ll always
remember the look on Debbie’s face, smiling in the
afternoon sun, on the day when she took her first
rainbow.

Debbie’s First Rainbow
by Lee Weil

     Page 5



     Page 6

For fly tying classes, contact:
 Herb Schneiderman: (718) 468-5519.

For casting classes, contact:
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024
or George Simon: (516) 483-1824.

Berkley has a program for recycling used
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a busi-
ness, they will send you a shipping box (prepaid) to
send in the line.  Their only stipulation is that the line
be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and metal at-
tachments.  Here's the number for Berkley:

 1-800-BERKLEY or (712) 336-1520.
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of
line, send it to the following address.  Remember that
birds and marine animals become entangled in fish-
ing line.  Do what you can. Make sure the line is clean
of debris, hooks, and metal attachments.   Berkley
recycles the line into artificial fishing structures.

Berkley
1900 18th Street

Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360
Attn: Recycle Program

THE “CAMP-SITE”THE “CAMP-SITE”THE “CAMP-SITE”THE “CAMP-SITE”
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOPL.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOPL.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOPL.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R
B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X
L O O P  ·  R O U G E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D

R O U T E  1 1 0  ( C O R N E R  W .  1 6 t h  S T . )
H U N T I N G T O N  S T AT I O N ,  N Y

( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9
2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1

C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C AM P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M

OPEN 7 DAYS

 ORVIS, Thomas & Thomas, Scott, Ex-Officio, Chota, Tarponwear

ANGLERS’ DEN
11 East Main Street
Pawling, NY  12564

Located in the historic Village of Pawling

www.Anglers-Den.com
Info@Anglers-Den.com845-855-5182

Torrey Collins
Store Manager

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754
Telephone: (860) 672-1010
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 The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly evacu-
ated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of med-
ical treatment and transportation.

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.

Member Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Print name:       ______________________________________________

Address:    _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________

Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________

E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________

Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (       )  No (        )

Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable.

Dues: Individual $30.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $40.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____

Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC
 P.O. 8091
 Hicksville, NY 11802

In case of emergency, when reasonably
feasible, contact:

Name: ______________________________

Relationship: _________________________

Home Phone: (           ) _________________

Office Phone: (           ) _________________

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

!
CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS

In response to the demand for the limited spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River State Park trips,
the following guidelines are in effect:

Members attending the meetings have first priority, followed by those members, chronologically received, who
call in the day after the meeting for the remaining spaces available. Reservations are available for 32  anglers for

each session; 64 for both sessions. The cost of each session is $20.00. No checks will be accepted;
EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO SINGLES,

to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions
must be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must be made by 7:00 p.m. the Saturday before the session.

No advance reservations will be accepted.
Hours: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM &   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM

For Details call Wolfgang Porté -  (516) 741-2342.
CONNETQUOT DATES - 2004

     

Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions

!

August 16 September 20 October 18



FIRST CLASS MAIL

Speaker:  Captain John McMurray
“Fly Fishing Jamaica Bay”

July 11 LIFR PRIVATE CHARTER - Full Day Fishing
$48 per person includes everything
See Page 9 for details
Contact:  Mike Gelber - (516) 221-9508

July 19 Connetquot State Park - Monday Fishing Trip
See Page 9 for Details
Contact:  Lee Weil - (516) 997-6743.

July 15 Board Meeting
7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall

July 30 to Housatonic River, CT - Camping & Fishing
August 1

P.O. Box 8091
Hicksville, NY  11802

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS
AUGUST - 2004

July 30 to Housatonic River, CT - Camping & Fishing
August 1 For information

Contact:  Mike Gelber - (516) 221-9508

August 3 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M.
Speaker:  River Keeper Gil Bergen
“Connetquot State Park”

August 16 Connetquot State Park - Monday Fishing Trip
See Page 7 for Details
Contact:  Wolfgang Porté -  (516) 741-2342.

August 19 Board Meeting
7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall

September Casting for Recovery Retreat
10 - 12 For Information

Contact:  Lee Weil  (516) 997-6743


